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MCPS AP Literature & Composition Pacing Guide 2022-2023 

AP Literature and Composition Pacing Guide 
 

MCPS Vision for Learning 

Using high-quality instructional materials, teachers will prepare learning experiences that include standards-aligned questions and tasks 

to create rigorous learning opportunities. Students build knowledge that is transferable to experiences outside the classroom through 

ownership of their reading, writing, thinking, problem solving and collaboration, with support as needed, to ensure access for all. 

Leadership will support these expectations through a reflective culture of improvement and accountability. In pursuing student mastery 

of new and prior content, sound assessment practices and the scaffolding of remediation are utilized to address standards gaps. 

 

Maury County Public Schools provides a Scope & Sequence to guide English Language Arts teachers in organizing their teaching and 

assessment of students on the Tennessee AP Academic Skills.    

 

This Scope & Sequence is developed in alignment with AP CollegeBoard, a skills-aligned program that includes a flexible instructional 

model; thematic units; multi-genre texts; integrated reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language skills instruction; and 

collaborative activities.     
 

Each unit of the S&S will feature:  

Unit Topics and Essential Questions The essential questions frame all unit activities and discussions.  

Focus Standard These AP Skills are assessed on each AP unit Progress Check. Consider these standards when 

planning common formative assessments with your PLC team. 

CFA Standards These skills are generated from the AP CollegeBoard Course and Exam Description 

Performance Tasks and  

Assessment Options 

Refer to the MCPS Pacing Guide below. 

 

 

Pacing Calendar 

 Block Schedule Year-long Schedule 

Unit 1 5 Class Periods 10 Class periods (10 Hours) 

Unit 2 5 Class Periods 10 Class Periods (10 Hours) 

Unit 3 8.5 Class Periods 17 Class Periods (17 Hours) 

Unit 4 8.5 Class Periods 17 Class Periods (17 Hours) 

Unit 5 8.5 Class Periods 17 Class Periods (17 Hours) 

Unit 6 8.5 Class Periods 17 Class Periods (17 Hours) 

Unit 7 8.5 Class Periods 17 Class Periods (17 Hours) 

Unit 8 8.5 Class Periods 17 Class Periods (17 Hours) 

Unit 9 8.5 Class Periods 17 Class Periods (17 Hours) 
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Unit 1 Short Fiction I 
Essential Skill How are character, setting, plot, and narrator fundamental to interpreting fiction? 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 1 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

Character CHR  

Setting SET  

Structure STR  

 

Narration NAR  

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

1.A  Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that  

         character’s perspective, and that character’s motives. 

2.A  Identify and describe specific textual details that convey or reveal a setting. 

3.A  Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative 

3.B  Explain the function of a particular sequence of events in a plot 

4.A  Identify and describe the narrator or speaker of a text. 

4.B  Identify and explain the function of point of view in a narrative. 

7.A  Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with  

         evidence from the text and 2) the evidence itself.  
Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 1 

CFA Skills 1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character,  

       that character’s perspective, and that character’s motives. 

2.A Identify and describe specific textual details that convey or reveal a setting. 

4.A Identify and describe the narrator or speaker of a text. 

7.A Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with evidence  

       from the text and 2) the evidence itself. 

Target Timeline 10 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

 

By keeping the writing tasks in this unit focused on paragraphs rather than full essays, the likelihood of students receiving specific, 

consistent, and sustained feedback on the quality of the claims they are developing vastly increases. Until students can read closely for 

evidence and then use that evidence to construct a claim that requires defending, it will be difficult for them to develop full essays with 

thesis statements and clear lines of reasoning. 
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Unit 2 Poetry I 
Essential Questions How do the structures of poetry contribute to meaning and interpretations? 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 2 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

Character CHR  

Structure STR  

 

Figurative Language FIG  

 

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

1.A  Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that  

         character’s perspective, and that character’s motives. 

3.C  Explain the function of structure in a text. 

3.D   Explain the function of contrasts within a text. 

5.B  Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text. 

6.A  Identify and explain the function of a simile. 

6.B  Identify and explain the function of a metaphor. 

7.A  Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with  

         evidence from the text and 2) the evidence itself.  
Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 2 

CFA Skills 3.C Explain the function of structure in a text. 

3.D Explain the function of contrasts within a text. 

5.B Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text. 

6.A Identify and explain the function of a simile.  

OR  

6.B Identify and explain the function of a metaphor. 

7.A Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with evidence  

       from the text and 2) the evidence itself.  
Target Timeline 10 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

To help students make the transition from prose to poetry, begin the unit with poems that describe or reveal a character so that students 

can continue to practice the skill of character analysis that they began in Unit 1. (Consider including poems in which characters are the 

speakers, as in dramatic monologues like Browning’s “My Last Duchess” and Tennyson’s “Ulysses,” and poems in which characters are the 

subjects of the poem, as in Bishop’s “The Prodigal.”) 
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Unit 3 Longer Fiction or Drama I 
Essential Questions How do the development of characters, conflicts, and plots relate and contribute to the representation 

of values within a longer work of fiction? 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 3 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

 

Character CHR  

Setting SET  

Structure STR  

 

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that  

      character’s perspective, and that character’s motives. 

1.B Explain the function of a character changing or remaining unchanged. 

2.A Identify and describe specific textual details that convey or reveal a setting. 

3.E Explain the function of a significant event or related set of significant events in a  

      plot. 

3.F Explain the function of conflict in a text. 

7.A Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with evidence  

      from the text and 2) the evidence itself. 

7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

       interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning. 

7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

       evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis. 

7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a  

       line of reasoning. 

7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly. 

Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 3 

CFA Skills 1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that  

       character’s perspective, and that character’s motives. 

1.B Explain the function of a character changing or remaining unchanged. 

7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

       evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis. 

Target Timeline 17 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

To help students continue to develop the skill of analyzing characters, select one or more novellas, novels, or plays in which a character’s 

perspective shifts over the course of the narrative, and in which the character’s actions or inactions reveal the character’s motives. Select 

the text(s) to provide examples of conflict between a character and outside forces that obstruct as well as examples of internal conflict 

between competing values within a character. 
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Unit 4 Short Fiction II 
Essential Questions How do complexities of characters, the nuances of dramatic situations, and the complications of literary 

conflicts affect a work of literature? 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 4 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

 

Character CHR  

 

 

Setting SET  

 

Structure STR  

 

Narration NAR  

 

 

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

1.A  Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that  

         character’s perspective, and that character’s motives. 

1.C  Explain the function of contrasting characters. 

1.D  Describe how textual details reveal nuances and complexities in characters’  

        relationships with one another. 

2.B  Explain the function of setting in a narrative. 

2.C  Describe the relationship between a character and a setting. 

3.A  Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative 

3.D  Explain the function of contrasts within a text. 

4.A  Identify and describe the narrator or speaker of a text. 

4.B  Identify and explain the function of point of view in a narrative. 

4.C  Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or  

         speaker’s perspective. 

7.B  Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

        interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning. 

7.C  Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

         evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis. 

7.D  Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a  

         line of reasoning. 

7.E  Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly.  
Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 4 

CFA Skills 2.B Explain the function of setting in a narrative. 

4.B Identify and explain the function of point of view in a narrative. 

4.C Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or  

       speaker’s perspective. 

Target Timeline 17 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

Students should practice tracing characters’ choices, perspectives, and relationships throughout a text to become adept at identifying 

patterns and breaks in patterns. In developing this skill, students can explore character complexity in this unit as well as prepare for later 

units in which they will examine characters’ inconsistencies and interpret possible meanings those inconsistencies convey. 
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Unit 5 Poetry II 
Essential Questions What are the ways word choice, imagery, and comparisons can reveal meanings and shape 

interpretations of the text. 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 5 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

Structure STR  

Figurative Language FIG  

 

 

 

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

3.C Explain the function of structure in a text. 

5.A Distinguish between the literal and figurative meanings of words and phrases. 

5.B Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text. 

5.D Identify and explain the function of an image or imagery 

6.B Identify and explain the function of a metaphor. 

6.C Identify and explain the function of personification. 

6.D Identify and explain the function of an allusion 

7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

       interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning. 

7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

       evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis7.D Select and use relevant and  

       sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line of reasoning. 

7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly.  
Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 5 

CFA Skills 5.D Identify and explain the function of an image or imagery. 

3.C Explain the function of structure in a text. 

6.B Identify and explain the function of a metaphor. 

7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

      interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning. 

7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly.  
Target Timeline 17 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

Skills related to extended metaphor are important to master here because students will examine conceits in Unit 8.  

 

Students should encounter both closed and open poetic structures, and they will need multiple opportunities to practice recognizing 

structural patterns and analyzing the relationship between poetic structure and meaning. 
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Unit 6 Longer Fiction or Drama II 
Essential Questions I what ways can inconsistency in the way characters develop, interruption in the timeline or sequence of 

a plot, or unreliability of a character or narrator all contribute to the complexities in a text and affect 

interpretation? 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 6 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

 

Character CHR  

 

 

 

Structure STR  

 

 

Narration NAR  

 

Figurative Language FIG  

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

1.A  Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that  

         character’s perspective, and that character’s motives. 

1.C  Explain the function of contrasting characters. 

1.E  Explain how a character’s own choices, actions, and speech reveal complexities  

         in that character, and explain the function of those complexities. 

3.A  Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative 

3.B  Explain the function of a particular sequence of events in a plot. 

3.D  Explain the function of contrasts within a text. 

4.C  Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or  

         speaker’s perspective. 

4.D  Explain how a narrator’s reliability affects a narrative. 

5.C  Identify and explain the function of a symbol 

7.B  Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

         interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning. 

7.C  Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

         evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis 

7.D  Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a  

         line of reasoning. 

7.E  Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly. 

Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 6 

CFA Skills 1.C Explain the function of contrasting characters. 

3.A Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative. 

5.C Identify and explain the function of a symbol. 

7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

       evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis 

Target Timeline 17 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

Students encounter complexity in plot, identify elements that disrupt a chronology, and explore how disruptions affect a reader’s 

experience. To analyze such complexities in plot and character, students should be able to recognize patterns and breaks in patterns 

before they can explain how such contrasts and inconsistencies convey meaning. 

Students who do not explore a text’s complexity and nuance in their essays may not be able to successfully develop an interpretation of 

the work as a whole. 
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Unit 7 Short Fiction III 
Essential Questions How do texts engage with a range of experiences, institutions, or social structures? 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 7 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

Character CHR  

 

Setting SET 

 

Structure STR  

 

Narration NAR  

Figurative Language FIG  

 

 

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

1.B  Explain the function of a character changing or remaining unchanged 

1.D  Describe how textual details reveal nuances and complexities in characters’  

         relationships with one another. 

2.B  Explain the function of setting in a narrative. 

2.C  Describe the relationship between a character and a setting. 

3.A  Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative. 

3.B  Explain the function of a particular sequence of events in a plot. 

4.D  Explain how a narrator’s reliability affects a narrative. 

5.C  Identify and explain the function of a symbol. 

5.D  Identify and explain the function of an image or imagery. 

6.A  Identify and explain the function of a simile. 

6.C  Identify and explain the function of personification. 

7.B  Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

         interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning. 

7.C  Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

         evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis. 

7.D  Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a  

         line of reasoning.  
Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 7 

CFA Skills 1.D Describe how textual details reveal nuances and complexities in characters’  

       relationships with one another. 

4.D Explain how a narrator’s reliability affects a narrative. 

5.C Identify and explain the function of a symbol. 

7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a  

       line of reasoning. 

Target Timeline 17 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

Sudden changes in a narrative, such as a character’s epiphany, a change in setting, manipulation of the pacing of the plot, or 

contradictory information from a narrator, are factors that students should learn to consider as they develop their own interpretations. 

Experience with texts that include complex relationships among settings, characters, plots, and other aspects provides students with 

important opportunities to practice the interpretative skills necessary for success on the exam. 
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Unit 8 Poetry III 
Essential Questions How does interpretation of a poem’s parts inform an interpretation of the entire poem? 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 8 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

Structure STR Figurative  

Language FIG Literary  

 

 

 

 

Argumentation LAN 

3.C  Explain the function of structure in a text. 

3.D  Explain the function of contrasts within a text. 

5.B  Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text. 

5.C  Identify and explain the function of a symbol. 

6.B  Identify and explain the function of a metaphor. 

6.D  Identify and explain the function of an allusion. 

7.B  Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

         interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning. 

7.C  Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

         evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis. 

7.D  Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a  

         line of reasoning. 

7.E  Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly  
Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 8 

CFA Skills 3.C Explain the function of structure in a text. 

3.D Explain the function of contrasts within a text. 

5.B Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text. 

6.B Identify and explain the function of a metaphor. 

Target Timeline 17 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

Unit 8 goes further than any previous unit in exploring ambiguities of language and unrealized expectations and the ironies they create. This 

unit requires students to have developed proficiency in analyzing metaphors, contrasts, and complexities in a text in order to tackle more 

advanced skills. 

 

The most astute essays address key nuances in the text and how those nuances may subtly affect students’ interpretation. 
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Unit 9 Longer Fiction or Drama III 
Essential Questions In what ways do character changes and the reasons for the changes reveal much about that 

character’s traits and values, and, in turn, how does the character contribute to the interpretation of the 

work as a whole. 

Performance-Based Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 9 

Performance-Based Assessment 

Skills 

Character CHR  

 

Structure STR  

 

 

Narration NAR  

 

Literary Argumentation LAN 

1.B  Explain the function of a character changing or remaining unchanged. 

1.E  Explain how a character’s own choices, actions, and speech reveal complexities  

        in that character, and explain the function of those complexities. 

3.E  Explain the function of a significant event or related set of significant events in a  

        plot. 

3.F  Explain the function of conflict in a text 

4.C  Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or  

        speaker’s perspective. 

7.B  Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an  

        interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning 

7.C  Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual  

        evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis. 

7.D  Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a  

         line of reasoning.  
Common Formative Assessment MCQ, FRQ pulled from question bank in Unit 9 

CFA Skills 1.E Explain how a character’s own choices, actions, and speech reveal complexities in  

      that character, and explain the function of those complexities. 

3.E Explain the function of a significant event or related set of significant events in a  

      plot. 

3.F Explain the function of conflict in a text 

4.C Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or  

       speaker’s perspective. 

Target Timeline 17 Hours 

Additional Notes: 

The literary argument on the exam always asks students to address their interpretation of a work as a whole.  

 

Essays that earn the sophistication point on the rubric will often explain the significance or relevance of an interpretation within a broader 

context in a way that is significant and compelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


